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Describe what you do in 15 words 
or less.
Corporate Director and Lawson 
Lundell LLP Chair and Govern-
ance, Investment and Corporate 
Partner.

Where is your hometown and how 
did it shape you as an individual? 
I was born and reside in Greater 
Vancouver. This influences me in 
many ways, including my experi-
ences and my community and 
professional roles. I appreciate 
our natural surroundings and 
the enjoyment they bring, I value 
community and relationships, 
and I place importance on en-
gagement, personal responsibil-
ity, and hard work.

What was your first job? 
I worked in the laundry for an 
extended care facility.

What is something that most 
people don’t know about you?
This is not so unusual in Van-
couver any longer, but my par-
ents and extended family were 
mainly refugees. This informs 
my perspectives and certainly, 
my appreciation of every oppor-
tunity that Greater Vancouver, 

its economy, industries, and 
institutions have afforded me 
— to take up, develop and make 
my own.

What is the most important lesson 
you learned from your parents?
I credit my parents for my work 
ethic and sense of personal re-
sponsibility, but also for the im-
portance of family, community 
service, and compassion. 

Why did you join the Greater Van-
couver Board of Trade?
I hope that it is obvious that its 
role in developing our region 
as a vibrant hub for commerce, 
trade, travel, and free enterprise 
was a natural fit for me. By par-
ticipating on the board of dir-
ectors, I hope to actively define 
and advance its strategy, using 
all my skills, perspectives, and 
experience. 

How do you think our region will 
be different 10 years from now? 
Our region wil l continue to 
grow in importance and be-
come a more populous hub for 
tourism, technology, and trade. 
Greater Vancouver will have 
much denser city centres, with 

much more developed transit 
and transportation, but hope-
fully, remain green, vibrant, and 
desirable.

What is your creative outlet?
Cooking and eating. I love travel-
ling and experiencing different 
cultures.

What is your favourite vacation 
spot? 
Maui and Rome.

What is the last TV show you 
binge-watched? 
“Veep” and “Grace and Frankie.” 
Same long weekend!

What were you like in high school?
Very young. I was idealistic and 
excited by possibilities.

If you could witness any event of 
the past, present, or future, what 
would it be?
So many possibilities, but l have 
often thought about this rela-
tively recent one. The fall of the 
Berlin Wall in 1989. I would to 
have liked to have witnessed 
the first people who crossed 
over into West Germany in the 
first few hours: the excitement, 

optimism and the emotion, yes, 
but also the trepidation and fear 
of retribution? I recall watching 
footage of West Berliners lining 
entry points to greet East Berlin-
ers with champagne, cheers and 
hugs. Many restaurants offered 
the visitors free food. To have 
witnessed reunions of friends 
and family!

What qualities make someone 
successful?
Success is such a personal con-
cept. Ultimately, isn’t it achieve-
ment of goals, whatever they 
may be? I guess as a society, we 
look to certain benchmarks as 
evidence of success, but there 
are so many examples that call 
them into question. For me, 

success is achieving personal 
equilibrium.

If you retired tomorrow, how 
would you keep busy? 
Health permitting, most busi-
nesspeople I know that have 
“retired” seem busier than ever 
while doing more things that they 
enjoy. I think that many of us to-
day define retirement differently 
than our parents did — more as a 
next stage, maybe with a broader 
purpose. I would hope to worry 
less about building in a personal 
sense and more about “blue-sky-
ing” possibilities, driving positive 
changes, and testing status-quo 
thinking. These are times of expo-
nential developments. I’m already 
energized by those coming up be-
hind me, but I see opportunities 
to lead, motivate, encourage, and 
guide them. SB

Rita Andreone is Chair of Lawson Lundell 
LLP’s Executive Committee and Govern-
ance, Investment and Corporate Partner. 
She also serves as a Director of the Greater 
Vancouver Board of Trade.  

 The Greater Vancouver Board of 
Trade is fortunate to have 36 of 

our region’s top executives and 
business leaders on its board of 
directors. For more information on 
these exceptional individuals, visit 
boardoftrade.com/directors.

Board of Trade Director Rita Andreone on the importance 
of driving positive changes and ‘blue-sky’ thinking

Rita Andreone, Q.C.

Arcadis Canada Inc. 
arcadis.com

Axcess Box Mobile Storage Inc. 
axcessbox.com

BC Ferries 
bcferries.com

BC Seniors Living Association 
bcsla.ca

Burritt Bros Floors 
burrittfloors.com

Daily Hive 
dailyhive.com

Dazzle Carpet Cleaning 
dazzlecarpetcleaning.com

Dress For Success 
vancouver.dressforsuccess.org

EVA Airways Corp. 
evaair.com

Fluor Canada Ltd. 
fluor.com

FSH Design Inc. 
fshdesign.org

Fusion Security Inc. 
fusionsecurity.ca

Gold’s Gym BC 
goldsgymbc.ca

Island Clean Air Inc. 
islandcleanair.com

ITS Consulting Inc 
itsconsultinginc.ca

Knight Signs 
knightsigns.ca

McLaren Trefanenko Inc.  
mti-cpa.com

MMFoodMarket.com 
mmfoodmarket.com

Musqueam First Nation 
musqueam.bc.ca

Natural Linked Resources Inc. 
linkednr.com

Solutions Pest Control Ltd. 
pestsolutions.ca

Tourism Whistler 
whistler.com

UpMedia Inc. 
upmedia.video

Visio Media Inc. 
visiomedia.ca

Westminster Savings 
wscu.com

Westside Pest Control 
westsidepest.com

Women’s Collaborative Hub 
womenscollaborativehub.com

Tanner Elton

Ivan Hopkins

Suzanne Anton

Michelle Casavant

Sherry Zhu Anderson

Aiken Luu

Pamela Martin

Charlotte Tsang

Adam Brown

Reena Bains

Mara Amariei

Evan Hounsell

Ashraf Chagani

Isaiah Baldissera

Nicole Ticknor

Jonathan Turner

Priya Parmar

Amir Hemani

Ingrid Dueck

Welcome to some of our newest members

boardoftrade.com/join

Interested in Membership opportunities for you or your business?  Call 604-681-2111 or visit boardoftrade.com/join.
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